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T he trumpet was used not only in worship and 
celebration, but in time of war in order to 
gather the people for battle.  However, what I 
would like to focus on is the passage in Isaiah 

where it states: 
    

Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a 
trumpet, and show my people their transgres-
sion, and the house of Jacob their sins (Isaiah 
58:1). 

    

God’s direction to the prophet was that his voice must 
be loud and clear like a trumpet.  These were the people 
of God who had received His laws and blessings.  Yet 
they would rebel against His will for their lives again 
and again.  Isaiah, in chapter one, had exposed their 
empty ritualism which God had rejected, because their 
worship was external and was not motivated from the 
heart.  We find this kind of empty externalism in every 
age and culture.  God has no interest in religious activi-
ties.  He receives those who worship from their hearts in 
spirit and in truth.  The trumpet, therefore, is to awake 
His people from their backsliding, to repent and turn 
back to God.  Hence, it must be clear and unambiguous 
so that the hearers will not have any misunderstanding 
of what is said.  Paul let us know that: 
    

…if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who 
shall prepare himself for battle? (1 Corinthians 
14:8). 

    

The sound of the trumpet needed to be clear and intelli-
gible; otherwise, the consequences can be devastating.   
    

At the beginning of the Gospel, we meet John the Bap-
tist.  He came, crying aloud with his voice like a trum-
pet, bearing a message of repentance.  His message was 
clear and everyone understood what he meant.  Jesus 
continues John’s call to repent. His message was also 
clear.  Likewise the early church had a clear message.  It 
was a message of repentance and turning to the living 
God. 
    
Today, more than ever, we need a clear message.  But I 
am afraid the trumpet is giving an uncertain sound.  
Many of God’s prophets are preoccupied with serving 
the god of materialism instead of preaching the gospel 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Paul warned Timothy that in 
the last days these things would become evident, men 
will have “a form of godliness, but denying the power 
thereof” (2 Timothy 3:5a).  A lack of repentance has 
weakened the church; hence, the power of the Holy 
Spirit is not being manifested in our midst.  Sin is what-
ever separates us from God.  Repentance is doing what-

ever it takes to end that separation. It is an ongoing 
process that enables us to make priority decisions eve-
ryday of our lives.  In other words, each day we re-
member our responsibility to God.  We dig a hole for 
ourselves when we allow other objects to become 
more important than our relationship with Him. 
    
Some of us become so preoccupied with the accumu-
lation of things that they begin to crowd out our rela-
tionship with God, our Father, and His Son, our Lord 
and Savior.  I remember many years ago a young lady 
saying to me, “All our parents do is give us things, but 
we do not need more things.  What we need is to be 
with them.”  Too busy with good intentions, but with-
out the relationship with their children that makes life 
truly full.  “Seek first the kingdom of God” is an ex-
cellent reminder for the beginning of each day.  This 
is a time for us to evaluate the condition of our rela-
tionship.  If family, job, friends, hobbies, or goals 
have become the number one priority, then we have 
some reconstruction that needs to be done immedi-
ately.  We do that by repenting, and asking for God’s 
help and guidance.  Have you notice that the word 
“repentance” is seldom mention in our churches to-
day?  Most of what is being preached are “feel good” 
messages.  People today do not want to be told to re-
pent of their sins.  It is like the days in the book of  
Judges, where it states, “In those days there was no 
King in Israel: every man did that which was right in 
his own eyes” (Judges 21:25).  Paul writing to his son, 
Timothy, says this: 
    

For the time will come when men will not put 
up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their 
own desires, they will gather around them a 
great number of teachers to say what their itch-
ing ears want to hear. 4They will turn their ears 
away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 
5But you, keep your head in all situations…
discharge all the duties of your ministry ( 2 
Timothy 4:3-5). 

    

Timothy is admonished by Paul that regardless what 
others are doing, he should be like the prophet Isaiah, 
“cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trum-
pet…” (58:1).  As Paul admonishes Timothy, he is 
saying the same things to us today: 
    

Preach the word; be instant in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long 
suffering and doctrine (2 Timothy 4:2). 
 

 

By Dr. Wesley Pinnock 
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Dr. Wesley Pinnock’s LATEST BOOK 

The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want.  He maketh me to lie down in green 
pasture; He leadeth me beside the still waters.  He restoreth my soul….”   

(Psalm 23:1-3) 
 

Everyday life has become more chaotic and stressful than ever before.  Financial, 
emotional, and physical demands of the day leave many to wonder if peace is even 

possible. 
 

Dr. Wesley Pinnock’s latest book, “Rest in the Lord,” emphasizes the importance 
of trusting God in every aspect of life.  The principles in this powerful book pro-
vide timeless lessons that remind the reader of God’s promise of rest and peace to 

those who believe. 
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A re you in the midst of difficult, trying, and 
almost overwhelming circumstances?  Have 
you been waiting in faith, believing the 
Lord for deliverance and victory?  Has it 

been a long period of time and you see no change with 
your natural eye?  Stop!  Look!  Read with joyful ex-
pectation!  The darkest hour is just before the dawn.  
“Weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in 
the morning” (Ps. 30:5).  He that shall endure unto the 
end, the same shall be delivered. 
 
We are living in times when we must allow the Holy 
Spirit to develop the characteristic of endurance in our 
inward man (II Cor. 4:16).  Much has been said con-
cerning the importance of faith in our Christian walk.  
However, faith, patience, long-suffering, and endurance 
go hand-in-hand in order to stand victorious in fiery 
trials and the storms of life. 
 
Too often there is an attitude of instant release from our 
problems.  Lord, I want it yesterday.  There is an in-
creasing demand for instant growth, instant holiness, 
instant restoration, instant answers to prayer, etc.  Con-
sequently, we must recognize that our Heavenly Father 
sees the beginning from the end and is not in a hurry 
when it comes to bringing us to maturity in His Son 
(Gal. 4:19; Eph. 4:15). 
 
What does it mean to endure?  Certainly, endurance is 
not nervously holding onto the promises of God, shak-
ing and falling apart, barely making it by the skin of 
your teeth.  Endurance means the power to withstand, 
keep on, hold out, undergo, with fortitude and strength, 
in the face of a prolonged period of difficult circum-
stances and repeated attacks.  It is not only withstand-
ing but having done all, to still be standing up during 
severe, extreme, lengthy times of pressure (Eph. 6:13). 
 
Why endure?  Why not just give in to our weariness 
and frustration?  Simply because we know that all 
power in heaven and in earth belongs to our Lord.  Re-
gardless of the circumstances, Jesus Christ is Lord and 
has already won the victory (Matt. 28:18).  The very 
hairs of our head are numbered, so nothing can touch 
us that He does not know about. 
 
The purpose of endurance is that we might cooperate 
with God’s plan for our lives.  There is a course for 
each one of us, a race to run, a pathway preordained for 
our lives, so that we may glorify our wonderful Lord.  

Therefore, we should desire to follow in God’s perfect 
will for us, laying aside every weight and the sin that 
doth so easily beset us.  Let us run with patience the 
race that is set before us (Heb. 12:1-2).  “We are His 
workmanship created in Christ Jesus unto good works, 
which God hath before ordained that we should walk in 
them “ (Eph. 2:10). 
 
Remember, the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to 
the strong (Eccles. 9:11), but to him that endureth to 
the end.  Many things that we are privileged to endure 
will be used to console others because we went through 
them in Jesus’ strength (II Cor. 1:4).  We must be care-
ful to know the difference between enduring and resist-
ing.  We don’t endure sin, we confess it.  We don’t 
endure weights, we drop them.  We don’t endure the 
devil, we resist him (I Pet. 5:8-9). 
 
What do we endure?  Endure hardness as a good sol-
dier (II Tim. 2:3).  Many times we cannot be in com-
fortable, plush conditions for the gospel’s sake.  Endure 
correction (Heb. 12:6-7).  Many people only want the 
Lord to correct them directly, but He also uses people.  
Endure testing! (James 1:12) “Blessed is the man that 
endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall re-
ceive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised 
to them that love Him.” 
 
The process of enduring requires God’s agape love.  
“Love beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth all things “ (I Cor. 13:7).  Throughout 
all time, God has precious servants who endured and 
came through, to His honor and praise.  Moses endured 
as seeing Him who is invisible (Heb. 11:27).  We must 
keep looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith, while patiently standing.  Abraham endured for 
twenty-five years while expecting the promised son.  
And after he had patiently endured, he obtained the 
promise (Heb. 6:15).  The Lord Jesus, for the joy that 
was set before Him endured the cross, despising the 
shame and is set down at the right hand of the throne of 
God (Heb. 12:2). 
 
“For consider Him that endured such contradiction of 
sinners against Himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in 
your minds” (Heb. 12:3). 

 

Be encouraged, dear child of God, and put on the whole armor of God.  Because He lives, we live!  Because 
He endured with victory and power, we endure in Him and through Him!  Because He reigns, we reign!   

H A L L E L U J A H ! 

By Rev. Mary Gay 
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There is hardly one human being, saint or sin-
ner alike, who has never raised the question, 
“Why is this happening to me?”  Life, as we 
know it in this earthly realm, can often be lik-
ened to a roller coaster ride at a theme park ____ 

filled with excitement and thrills, on the one 
hand, and then gut-wrenching terror and dread 
in a moment, as the rider is suddenly plunged 
or dropped from incredible heights.  “Why” then 
often becomes an echo, resonating loudly and 
painfully within the human soul, as that 
“marriage made in heaven” falls apart, a loved 
one who was the backbone of the family suc-
cumbs to an unexpected illness, or a child, who 
was his family’s pride and joy, is suddenly 
snatched away by a tragic accident or, even 
worse, a senseless murder. 
 
The impact of the above scenarios is usually 
overwhelming, to say the least.  And oftentimes 
a numbness or/emotional ache so deep appears 
to take over, to the point that neither medicine 
nor the prayers and well wishes of others seem 
to be effective.  The enemy of the soul begins to 
rally at such times, enveloping the one in de-
spair with a victim’s rather than victor’s men-
tality.  But it is at such times that we must 
press into God all the more, remembering that 
“we have not a high priest which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but 
was in all points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin” (Heb. 4:15).  For this same Jesus, 
in his humanity, vociferously cried out from the 
cross, “My God, my God, why hast thou for-
saken me?” (Matt. 27:26), while paying the awe-
some price for the world’s sin.  He experienced a 
horrid sense of rejection and loss of intimacy 
with the Father, whom He had always known.  
Yet, before paying sin’s heavy price tag, Jesus 
reminded his disciples that, “In the world ye 
shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I 
have overcome the world” (St. John 16:33). 
 
How can we, then, address or understand the 
crises in our lives that often hit us with such 
force until we are momentarily rattled to the 
core?  There are, I believe, principles and pat-

terns found in the Scriptures that help shore up 
the foundation of truth upon which we, as be-
lievers, must stand. 
 
First, we must realize that once we enlist in 
God’s army, having received Jesus as our Savior 
and Lord, the battle is on!  Satan, our adver-
sary, walks about “as a roaring lion… seeking 
whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8) with a chief 
ambition “to steal, and to kill, and to de-
stroy” (St. John 10:10).  Yet Jesus is “come that 
we might have life, and that (we) might have it 
more abundantly” (10:10b).  He will provide a 
way of escape during the testing that we might 
bear up under the pressure it exacts upon us. 
 
Further, it helps to recognize that life moves in 
cycles.  As the writer of Ecclesiastes put it: “To 
everything there is a season, and a time for 
every purpose under the heaven” (3:1).  Psalm 
139:16 lets us know that God has mapped out a 
blueprint for every human being before arrival 
on the earth.    (Our) “times are in (His) hands,” 
Psalm 31:15.  Therefore, He is well aware of all 
the speed bumps, dangerous curves, slippery 
surfaces, and detours every individual will en-
counter on his life’s journey.  Moreover, we are 
admonished to “think it not strange concerning 
the fiery trial which is to try you, as though 
some strange thing happened unto you” (1 Pet. 
4:12). 
 
While every true believer’s goal is to know Je-
sus, there is often a settling for the first half of 
Philippians 3:10: “That I may know him and the 
power of his resurrection…”  However, “the fel-
lowship of his sufferings, being made conform-
able unto his death” is not as readily embraced 
as a requirement for the life of Christ to flourish 
within.  But Peter declared, nonetheless, that 
partaking in Christ’s sufferings will yield ex-
ceeding joy at the revelation of His glory (1 Pet. 
4:13). 
 
During our times of severe testing or trials we 
must touch our reassurance points ___ i.e., focus 
on past instances of how God brought us victori-

By Sandra Mengestu, MS, Th.D. 
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ously through the storms of life.  We also need 
to recollect the deliverances and victories of oth-
ers from the past such as Job, Daniel, Joseph or 
David.  In so doing, we come to realize that He 
is “the same yesterday, and today, and for-
ever” (Heb. 13:8).  His method of deliverance 
may change with each situation, but his charac-
ter as a “faithful and merciful high priest” is 
constant.  “For in that he himself hath suffered 
being tempted, he is able to succor [help] them 
that are tempted” [tested] (Heb. 2:18). 
 
We must also consider the fact that there is a 
purpose behind suffering.  We may not be cogni-
zant of its usefulness going into the situation, 
but God will eventually reveal its benefits, per-
haps by the end of the trial.  1 Peter 1:7 states: 
“That the trial of your faith, being much more 
precious than of gold that perisheth, though it 
be tried with fire, might be found unto praise 
and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ.” 
 
Another purpose of suffering or tribulation is 
“that we may be able to comfort them which are 
in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we 
ourselves are comforted of God” (2 Cor. 1:4).  
Fourteen years ago, I personally experienced 
the most severe test of my faith and suffering, 
since coming to know the Lord some nineteen 
years prior.  A year earlier, while meditating in 
the Book of Psalms, I was impressed by the 
Holy Spirit to commit Psalm 41:1-3 to memory.  
I balked at the suggestion at first, thinking 
“Who in his right mind wants the Lord to 
‘strengthen him upon the bed of languishing: 
(and) make all his bed in his sickness’?” 
 
In March, 1996, after walking around for ten 
days in pain that had escalated to an indescrib-
able level, I was admitted for emergency sur-
gery, following several misdiagnoses on an out-
patient basis.  A series of X-rays determined I 
had a bowel obstruction due to adhesions from a 
prior surgery.  (Usually this life-threatening 
condition can result in death within three days 
without corrective surgery).  BUT GOD….. The 
pain was so unbearable at times that I could not 
pray or articulate.  But Psalm 41:1-3 would roll 
across my mind over and over again.  The surgi-
cal team had not expected me to come out of the 
operating room alive.  And, in fact, the head of 
Vascular Surgery, who had operated on me, 

came into my room the next day with his hands 
stretched out towards me, saying in amaze-
ment, “You survived!  You survived!”  I ended 
up with a colostomy.  But, thanks be to God, it 
was reversed four months later. 
 
My next-door neighbor, a Jewish woman with 
two grown sons, had gone through the same ex-
perience as myself twenty years earlier.  When I 
asked her if the pain was anything like that of 
childbirth, she emphatically replied, “No.  It’s 
worse!”  A year later, I found myself being used 
of the Lord to minister physically, emotionally, 
and spiritually to a neighbor across the street, 
who ended up in the same life-threatening 
situation as I had.  While the enemy had meant 
his assault against me for evil, “God meant it 
unto good” (Gen. 50:20).  Furthermore, it was 
later determined that I had received less than 
adequate treatment over the course of two 
emergency room visits, resulting in monetary 
compensation for the ordeal that I went 
through.  So, “all things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them who are the 
called according to his purpose” (Rom. 8:28). 
 
Perhaps an ultimate purpose in God’s allowing 
His children to suffer is found in 1 Peter 5:10: 
“But the God of all grace, who hath called us 
unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after 
that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, 
stablish, strengthen, settle you.”  Ask any born 
again believer, “What is grace?” and the stan-
dard reply, in most instances, will be: “God’s 
unmerited favor.”  But the magnitude of suffer-
ing the Lord allowed me to endure over that 
life-threatening crisis provided me with a reve-
lation that God’s grace, unlike favor, is more 
inclusive, leveling the playing field for both 
saints and sinners.   “For the grace of God that 
brings salvation (see Eph. 2:8-9) hath appeared 
to all men…” (Titus 2:11).  It is supernatural 
endowment without which we cannot accom-
plish something in our own strength or efforts.  
I believe the Spirit of God gave me this acronym 
for it:  God’s Released Ability Causes Enable-
ment.  Our part is to receive it.    Without His 
grace, I would not have survived.  But “his 
strength (was) made perfect in (my) weak-
ness” (2 Cor. 12:9). 
 
Three years ago His grace allowed me to hold 
my precious Mom’s hand, sing, and minister the 
Word of God to her as her physical life ebbed 

...WONDER ...WHY?    continued 
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 away and she prepared for her promotion to glory.  In my own strength, I could not have done it.  
But His grace was “sufficient” (2 Cor. 12:9) to help me surrender to His will and her desire to “go 
home.”  The Lord in His infinite love, knowing she and I were so close we would often finish each 
other’s sentences, had visited her and told her the time of her departure.  She, in turn, informed me 
two days prior, to help cushion the blow of losing her. 
 
Finally, when we are confronted with the “whys” of life, we must not fail to offer the “sacrifice of 
praise.”  As Judah (praise) goes before us, the onslaught of the enemy is diminished, for God 
“inhabits the praise of (His people)” Ps. 22:3.  It becomes a mighty battle-ax of spiritual warfare.  
Because of the intensity of the pain, I could not open my mouth at times to sing His praise.  But the 
Holy Spirit “lifted up a standard” (Isa.. 59:19) against the enemy through a chorus, based on Ps. 
113:3, I had heard almost daily on the radio.  The words and melody churned over and over in my 
soul.  He set me free.  Hallelujah! 
 
So, child of God, no matter what trial you find yourself in today, remember: “Many are the afflic-
tions of the righteous: but the Lord delivereth him out of them all” (Ps. 34:19).  Run, skip, and jump 
into Abba Father’s (Daddy’s) outstretched arms and nestle your head upon His shoulder.  He knows 
and cares about what you are experiencing, and will safely carry you to the other side of “through.” 

...WONDER ...WHY?   continued 
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D uring the sum-
mer of 2010, 
there was once 
a gathering 

held at a home with a swimming 
pool in the rear yard.  Many guests 
attended the gathering, and enjoyed 
delicious food and tasty delights.  
Children enjoyed a wonderful time 
in the swimming pool.  However, 
despite warnings to be careful of 
certain depths within the pool, a 
child crossed into the forbidden area 
of the pool and began to drown, 
sinking deeper and deeper into the 
depths of the water.  As the drown-
ing child was brought to the atten-
tion of the guests at the pool, many 
watched in immobilized shock.  At 
that moment, Mrs. A., a guest, who 
was not an expert swimmer, dived 
with compulsion and without hesita-
tion into the pool and took hold of 
the drowning child.  She did not 
know the child.  She dived into the 
pool with all her non-swimming 
clothes on.  Just then, the child be-
gan to pull her down into the water.  
She quickly pushed the drowning 
child into the shallow water so that 
others could carry the child out of 
the water.  This true account is sym-
bolic of true evangelistic compas-
sion. 

As Mrs. A’s compassion 
led to her compulsion to move with-
out regard to the disobedience of the 
child, our compassion should com-
pel us to minister to the lost and 
drowning souls without regard to 
the degree of their disobedience.  As 
her compassion was without regard 
to the possibility of spoiling her dry 
clothes, permed hair, and any 
money in her pocket, even so, our 
commitment to the lost should be 
without regard to any inconvenience 
to our luxuries.  As her compassion 
was without regard to whether she 

knew the child, even so we should 
not just have compassion upon 
those with whom we are ac-
quainted. 

Mrs. A was not without 
fear of jumping into the pool to 
rescue the child.  However, the 
degree of danger to the child out-
weighed her fear.  She knew that 
courage does not mean the ab-
sence of fear ,but rather doing 
what must be done in spite of fear.  
Even so, we must not allow fear to 
prevent us from doing ministry 
work, “For God hath not given us 
the spirit of fear; but of power, 
and of love, and of a sound 
mind”  (2 Timothy 1:7).  The de-
gree of danger of lost souls is 
much greater than any fear that we 
may encounter in ministry work. 

As Mrs. A’s compassion 
led to her compulsion to move 
without regard to her lack of cre-
dentialed expertise, even so, our 
compassion should compel us to 
move without regard to our lack of 
formal education in ministry.  
However, she still had a certain 
level of competence to rescue the 
child.  Even so we must have a 
certain level of knowledge of 
scripture and wisdom to be able to 
administer the gospel with power 
to those in need. 

Just as Mrs. A did not 
merely extend a hand from outside 
the pool, but rather was compelled 
to enter the pool to save the 
drowning child, even so, we must 
not attempt to minister to the lost 
from a distance.  Rather, we must 
be compelled to incarnate the gos-
pel by entering their world and 
bringing them out.  The entrance 
into the world of the lost does not 
mean compromising the virtues of 
Christianity, but rather touching 
the lives of the lost, seeing and 

understanding fully the world from 
their perspective, and then applying 
the gospel to their lives from a posi-
tion of power and influence, but not 
weakness. 

As the drowning child al-
most caused her to drown, even so 
we must be careful not to allow 
those to whom we minister to cause 
our relationship with the Lord to 
decline.  She pushed the child to 
others after realizing that the child 
was pulling her down, even so, we 
must recognize when the time for 
our ministry to a person is con-
cluded, and refer them to others 
who are appointed by God at that 
time to minister to them. 

In conclusion, Mrs. A’s 
action is an example of incarna-
tional ministry.  God saw that we 
were drowning in the pool of life.  
God did not merely throw out a 
lifeline from heaven, but rather en-
tered in the pool of life in the form 
of Jesus Christ to bring us out.  Je-
sus said, “As my Father hath sent 
me, even so send I you” (John 
20:21).  We must be God’s hands 
and feet, and with compassion and 
compulsion, do likewise to those in 
need.  There is much opportunity 
for ministry.  People are drowning 
financially, mentally, conjugally, 
and in the context of ministry (i.e., 
burnout, conflicts).  Whatever the 
form of drowning, we must have 
compassion and compulsion to be 
spiritual lifeguards to those in need.  
The Master Lifeguard is Christ.  
However, we are called to be imita-
tors of Christ.  As we enter into 
Sunday morning services, we 
should rejoice over the rescue of 
drowning souls during the week, 
giving glory to God.  We should 
seek to become further equipped 
and charged for the rescue of more 
drowning souls, to the glory of God. 

By Pastor Morris A. Scott 
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It’s no secret that Christians’ marriages are being challenged like never before.  In his first book on the 
subject, Dr. Wesley Pinnock explores topics such as communication, the roles of the husband and wife, 
sexual intimacy, and financial responsibilities.  The format of this book guides the reader through written 
exercises that  encourage couples to strengthen the very foundation of their relationship.  This is a 
must-read for couples who are planning to marry, as well as those who are already married and looking 
to re-establish their relationships and home as God intended. 

Biblical Preparation Before You Marry is a useful tool that  
addresses the key issues that need to be understood and worked 

through before couples say ‘I do.’  
 

-From the Foreword by Dr. Willie Richardson 
 

GET  YOUR 
COPY TODAY! 
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 By Pastor Mark A. Humphries 

B ack in the 
early 1700’s 
one of the 
greatest reviv-

als broke out in East Germany 
in a small village called 
Herrnhut, “The Lord’s Watch”.  
In 1727, a group of Moravains 
were fleeing persecution in 
Czechoslovakia and immi-
grated to Germany.  A man by 
the name of Von Zinzindorf 
allowed these individuals to 
settle on his estate.  They built 
a village which was known as 
Herrnhut.  One day in August 
these refugees decided to go to 
the nearby village of Bertles-
dorf to meet together at a Lu-
theran church for a commun-
ion service.  Count Zinzindorf 
started to lead the service and 
midway through this service 
the Spirit of God fell in a 
mighty way.  No one there 
gave a detailed description of 
what happened.  They just 

said the power of God fell 
and there were signs and 
wonders.  Miracles hap-
pened that day and the 
people of the village 
stated that they would 
never be the same. 
     

 The next week 
the villagers met and 
asked each other how 
could they keep the 
presence of God in their 
midst.  They believed 

that God had revealed a 
principle to them through 

the book of Exodus, chapter 
29; “If you keep the fire burn-

ing on the altar, I will dwell 
with you”.  They were deter-
mined to keep the fire burning.  
They divided the clock into 
watches and took turns pray-
ing 24 hours a day; 7 days a 
week.  They continued these 
prayer watches for 120 years.  

God manifested His glory and 
the presence of the Lord rested 
upon them mightily.  From 
these prayer watches, the Lord 
began to send missionaries from 
this small village to the nations 
of the world.   Missionaries 
were sent to South Africa, Aus-
tralian Aborigines, North Amer-
ica, South America, and Eng-
land.  One of the many people 
saved through their mission 
work was John Wesley, who 
went to Herrnhut after his con-
version.  It was there in that 
small village that John Wesley 
caught the spirit of revival and 
took it back to England and the 
nations of the world. 
   
 In these last days, the 
body of Christ can use this story 
as a template. We must keep 
our altars burning with the fire 
of God through prayer and fast-
ing.  Jesus stated in Luke 18:1, 
“Men ought always to pray, and 
not to faint”.  Paul states to the 
church of Thessalonica that we 
should pray without ceasing. 
This calls to mind the words of 
an old gospel song, “Every time I 
feel the Spirit moving in my 
heart, I’ll pray!”  The people of 
God must always have an atti-
tude of prayer.  We must have 
hearts that are yielding con-
tinuously to the provoking of 
the Holy Spirit.  We must be 
people willing to intercede for 
the world.  God is calling for a 
people who will stand in the gap 
for the sick and the lost.  In 
these last days, never lose sight 
of the importance of prayer.  
Understanding the purpose and 
power of prayer will change 
you, and it will change the 
world!  
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 G od loves us.  Woe unto 
us if we fail to obey His Word – which 
was given for our good.  “Unto whomso-
ever much is given, of him shall be 
much required” (Luke 12:48).  “Except 
ye repent, ye shall all likewise per-
ish” (Luke 13:3).  “Some, alas, wrest 
the Scriptures unto their own destruc-
tion: (2 Peter 3:16). 
   
Instead of trembling at God’s holy 
Word (Isa. 66:1-2), today there is en-
tirely too much trifling with His Word 
– adding to and taking from the plain 
statements and teachings of His Word 
– accepting the traditions of men, and 
the ideas and interpretations and no-
tions of men instead of adhering with 
reverent love and awe to what God 
Himself has plainly said.  “Because 
they received not the love of the truth…
For this cause God shall send them 
strong delusion, that they should be-
lieve a lie” (2 Thes. 2:10-11). 
 

Hurricanes! Tornadoes!  Floods!  
Earthquakes! 

“When Thy judgments are in the earth, 
the inhabitants of the world will learn 
righteousness” (Isa. 26:9).  “By terrible 
things in righteousness wilt Thou an-
swer us, O God” (Psa. 65:5).  
“Judgment must begin at the house of 
God” (1 Peter 4:17). 
 
Jesus ripped the mask of hypocrisy off 
from the faces – the lives – the testimo-
nies of the scribes and Pharisees of His 
day. “Pharisees…rejected the counsel 
of God against themselves” (Luke 
7:30).  When we reject God’s Word and 
twist it to fit our notions we are forsak-
ing our own mercy, for when God gave 
us His Word, He gave Himself to us, 
for God is in His Word – and when we 
despise His Word we cut ourselves off 
from God Himself.  “There is nothing 
covered, that shall not be revealed; nei-
ther hid, that shall not be 
known” (Luke 12:1-5). 
   
Let us humble ourselves NOW under 

the mighty hand of God (1 Pet. 5:6), 
and not wait for His judgments to fall 
upon us.  God is merciful, but if we 
continue to reject Him and His words – 
to neglect His warnings, to despise His 
way and the reproach of His cross – 
twisting His Word to excuse our sins – 
there will come a time, if we fail to re-
pent in the space given us to repent 
(Rev. 2:21) – there will come a time 
when sudden judgment shall fall upon 
us, for God is no respecter of persons 
(Acts 10:34). 
    
Jesus is the Head of the church (Eph. 
5:22-24).  He says, “He that rejecteth 
Me, and receiveth not My words hath 
one that judgeth him: the word that I 
have spoken, the same shall judge him 
in the last day” (John 12:48). 
    

Oh Church of God – Repent! 
May God send Holy Ghost conviction 
on sinners in Zion!  On me! And on 
you!  We need to be convicted!  There 
needs to be a mighty humbling of our-
selves before God – a desperate going 
down before Him, and intense seeking 
of His face and entreating of His 
mercy, and His forgiveness, and His 
favor – that revival may come! 
 

Preach the Word! 
Now is the accepted time.  Let those of 
us who are preachers – speaking the 
truth in love, casting first the beam out 
of our own eyes – in faithfulness to God 
and to the great trust committed unto 
our care, in love for the souls of men, 
by God’s grace, and without fear or fa-
vor, let us “preach the Word;…reprove, 
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering 
and doctrine” (2 Tim. 4:2).  Only as we 
ourselves live the life of self-denial, 
sacrifice, consecration, holiness, faith-
fulness – and declare all the counsel of 
God – only then can we say, with Paul, 
“I am pure from the blood of all 
men” (Acts 20:16-38). 
 
“The Kingdom of Heaven Suffereth 

Violence…” (Matthew 11:12) 
I entreat my fellow ministers to blow 
the trumpet in Zion today, and to 

sound the alarm NOW in the church 
(Joel 2:1-21).  Brethren, let us confess 
to God, and to one another, that we 
have failed to do our duty.  God’s peo-
ple are destroyed for lack of knowledge 
(Hos. 4:6) and we preachers are largely 
to blame.  “The leaders of this people 
cause them err” (Isa. 9:16).  Let us hon-
estly face the facts, and humbly confess 
our lack and begin today to effectively 
arouse and awaken God’s own precious 
people before it is forever too late! 
    

God’s Thought for the Church 
Get a vision of God’s thought for the 
church of today – sanctified and 
cleansed, not by the ideas and notions 
of men and women – but by the Word 
of the living God! (Eph. 5:25-26). 
    
Picture a church, your church, my 
church, the preacher and the congrega-
tion in their places – the door bursts 
open, a man enters, trumpet in hand, 
and suddenly the air is rent with a 
blast, shrill, penetrating – the blood 
runs cold – not a drowsy saint is left in 
the room, conviction, awakening has 
come!  Blow the trumpet in Zion! 
(Joel 2:15). 
 

Are You God’s Messenger? 
(Malachi 2:7) 

Remember, fellow minister, your 
mouth is God’s trumpet.  John the 
Baptist was a “Voice” – a mouthpiece 
for God.  Preach the Word of God, with 
the anointing of the Holy Spirit, in 
thunder tones of divine love and the 
place will again be shaken by the 
mighty power of God.  Saint and sinner 
will be convicted of sin.  Revival will 
come! 
 
“Therefore also NOW, saith the Lord, turn 
ye even to Me with all your heart, and with 
fasting, and with weeping, and with mourn-
ing: and rend your heart, and not your gar-
ments, and turn unto the Lord your God: for 
He is gracious and merciful…And I will 
restore to you the years…I will pour out My 
Spirit upon all flesh” (Joel 2:12-13, 25, 28). 

OFTEN REPROVED… SUDDENLY DESTROYED   
[Excerpt from Herald of His Coming by W. C. Moore] 

    

“He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy” (Prov. 29:1). 
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S piritual warfare, a broad and powerful matter, is a 
reality of the Christian life.  Although it is un-
seen, it is unquestionably real.  It exists in the 
unseen, supernatural dimension, where God is all-

powerful and Satan is in rebellion. The Bible speaks of 
spiritual warfare in many places, but most directly in 
Ephesians 6:12, where Paul speaks of putting on the full 
armor of God: “For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places.” 
 
Let us get right to the point and focus on spiritual warfare 
in our home.  Repeatedly, we are defeated when we allow 
Satan to come into our homes and reap havoc.  How?  Too 
often we give him "legal right" to enter our homes: 1) We 
allow our children to do anything, say anything, and act 
anyway they want.  Through them we open the door and 
welcome rebellion into our home.  2) We are in constant 
battle with our spouse. We do not work together, but rather 
against one another. The wife is pointing in one direction 
and the husband is heading in another.  This separation 
filters down and exists in our mindset, our actions, and in 
our walk with the Lord.  3) We watch any and everything 
on television, the PC, in books, and magazines, and we 
buy and listen to anything. The results: destruction and all 
sorts of principalities, powers, rulers of the darkness of 
this world, spiritual wickedness in high places entering, 
attacking and lingering in our homes.   I am not sure about 
you, but I am tired of the enemy trying to get a foothold in 
my door, and I am tired of seeing him attack families.  
Most Christians, when they come under attack do not 
know what to do, or they are not in the position spiritually 
to do anything.  They just cry and worry, or constantly run 
to the Pastor for help, or they give in by allowing the en-
emy to take over and destroy their homes.   
 
First, spiritual warfare is a personal resistance against our 
OWN sinful desires, which the enemy will use to his ad-
vantage, if we allow him.  Therefore, the first fight is 
against the mind—the battlefield or realm in which spiri-
tual warfare takes place in every believer in Christ. As 
Christians, we encounter real spiritual struggles in our 
thoughts against the world system, our emotions, and our 
will; because the adversary knows that these areas are di-
rectly related to the power of our faith in God.  
 
A commonly associated passage written by the Apostle 
Paul states, "For though we walk in the flesh, we do not 
war after the flesh: (For the weapons of our warfare are 
not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of 

strongholds;) Casting down imaginations, and every 
high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of 
God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of Christ; And having in a readiness to re-
venge all disobedience, when your obedience is ful-
filled." (2 Corinthians 10:3-6).  It is our mindset and a 
matter of the heart. Therefore, we have to confess our 
sins and allow God to create a clean heart in us (see 
Psalm 51:10) by allowing the Holy Spirit to open the 
door to all the dark closets in our hearts and minds.  In 
other words, leave your sins at the door.  Just think of it 
as wiping the dust off your feet before entering your 
home.  In doing so the Holy Spirit will deal with every-
thing in your life that needs changing. 
 
Second, do you realize that Jesus has given us the au-
thority to put Satan under our feet?  “Behold, I give 
unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and 
over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by 
any means hurt you” (Luke 10:19).  God told us to do 
this and He has equipped us to do so.  How then should 
we fight?  Psalm 144:1 states, “blessed be the LORD, 
my rock, who trains my hands for war, and my fingers 
for battle” (NASB).  David stated how God had trained 
his hands to war, and his fingers to fight.   This was 
evident throughout the Old Testament where you 
will find examples of God’s weaponry in action. What 
better example of this passage of Scripture of using 
faith in battle than David fighting Goliath with a sling-
shot.  I Samuel 17: 45 states, “Then said David to the 
Philistine, Thou comest to me with a sword, and with a 
spear, and with a shield (in the natural): but I come to 
thee in the name of the LORD of hosts (in the Spirit), 
the God of the armies of Israel, whom thou hast de-
fied”…..  In verse 49 of this same chapter, David put 
his hand in his bag, and took out a stone, slung it, and 
smote the Philistine.  The stone sunk into Goliath’s 
forehead; and he fell upon his face to the earth. 
David was also skillful with his hands on the harp, and 
valour in the combat with the lion and bear (See I Sam. 
17:34-36).  For example, he was brought to play before 
King Saul (See I Sam. 16:14-23).  The Word of God in 
verse 18 says that, “Then answered one of the servants, 
and said, Behold, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethle-
hemite, that is cunning in playing, and a mighty valiant 
man, and a man of war, and prudent in matters, and a 
comely person, and the LORD is with him.”  The Scrip-
tures uses the word “cunning” to describe the mindset 
in which David played his instrument.   The root word 
is derived from Hebrew, “Yada.”  It is a verb, which 

By Minister Gail J. Faulkner 
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means “to know, learn to know, to perceive, find out and 
discern, to be wise, to be skillful in.” (Studylight, 2010).  
Satan, by Divine permission, troubled and terrified Saul, 
by the corrupt humors of his body, and passions of his 
mind. He grew fretful, peevish, and discontented, and at 
times as a madman.  Nevertheless, we see how God’s 
“Chrism” (anointing) was upon even David’s hands as 
weaponry against the evil spirit, which had no choice but 
to depart from Saul.  The end results, victory and deliver-
ance for Saul as seen in verse 23: “And it came to pass, 
when the evil spirit from God was upon Saul, that David 
took an harp, and played with his hand: so Saul was re-
freshed, and was well, and the evil spirit departed from 
him.”    
 God used David hands skillfully to fight against 
an evil spirit that was bothering Saul.  What about your 
hands or even your pinky finger?   We have this authority 
in Christ, but we rarely use it!  We have the “sword of 
the Spirit”—A great weapon placed in the hands of 
every believer.  The Greek word Paul used here is not 
“logos” but instead, “rhema”, meaning a specific saying 
of God, a passage or a verse that has special application to 
an immediate situation or in English “saying.”   The point 
Paul is conveying is each appropriate individual Scripture 
is a sword unto itself, and it is a daily application of 
studying the Word.  In other words, the "sword of the 
Spirit" are the sayings of God applied to a specific situa-
tion, which is extremely effective in spiritual battle. Are 
you using it “cunningly” (skillfully, discerningly) to dis-
arm the adversary? Our answer to destroying the attacks 
of the devil, who comes to discourage, defeat and destroy 
us is using the “sword of the Spirit.”   
 Third, it is time for us (the body of Christ) to gird 
up our loins and go on the offense against the devil's king-
dom. The time for sitting around and doing nothing is 
certainly over.  Do not give the adversary a foothold.  Do 
not allow him to dwell with you. Why give him the oppor-
tunity to destroy you and your family? It is time for  house 
cleaning!  Tell the devil you’re not going to serve him in 
areas that are not pleasing to God.  Denounce them and 
kick the devil and his imps out of your home in the name 
of Jesus! Literally open the door and throw him out!  
Anything and everything that is contrary to the Word of 
God has to be dismissed from your home.  Buy some 
olive oil, pray or have your pastor pray over it, anoint all 
your doors and windows, anoint your children and their 
shoes, and cast out  any unclean spirits that are operating 
in and through your family.  Continuously claim your 
household for the Kingdom of God.  “Establish borders 
around your home by the blood of the Lamb and declare 
to Satan that it is off-limits” (Jacobs, Cindy “Possessing 
the Gates of the Enemy” 1996).  And if you really mean 
business use your “two-edged sword” by filling your 
house with the sweet savor of prayer and praise—one of 
the highest forms of faith.   This is what King Jehoshaphat 

did; it is recorded in 2 Chronicles, chapter 20. He 
prayed and worshipped the Lord, and sent out praise 
singers, who praised the Lord with a loud voice in front 
of his soldiers to cause disarray among the enemy,  
Also, take notice in verse 13 that, “all Judah stood be-
fore the LORD, with their little ones, their wives, and 
their children.  They all stood in oneness with one 
mindset.  That is why it is so important for your house-
hold to be on one accord.  The results were two-fold: 1) 
the Lord was with them; and, 2) they totally annihilated 
their enemies.  Likewise, Joshua used singing and 
trumpets to bring down the great city of Jericho. The 
lesson in these situations (as in all spiritual warfare 
today) is that it is God alone who allows us to claim 
victory over the adversary.  Prophetically, the Lord 
responded through His prophet, Jahaziel. "...and he 
said, "Listen, all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusa-
lem and King Jehoshaphat: thus says the LORD to you, 
"Do not fear or be dismayed because of this great mul-
titude, for the battle is not yours, but God's." (2 
Chronicles 20:15). 
 Finally, remember not to measure results by 
what you see or hear.  The Bible makes it clear that we 
can walk in victory. God does not want us to fail; this is 
why He has made victory possible in our lives.  
Through our Victorious Commander, Jesus Christ, the 
battle has already been won.  Psalm 18:2—The LORD 
is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, My God, 
my rock, in whom I take refuge; My shield and the horn 
of my salvation, my stronghold. We are more than con-
querors in Him! Remember, we know the ending—
we have already won!  Since it is warfare, God in-
structs Christians to use a very specific set of armor 
and weapons (read Ephesians 6:10-18). 
 
“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the 

power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, 
that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the 

devil.” (v. 6) 
 
 

2 Samuel 22:35--He trains my hands for battle, So that 
my arms can bend a bow of bronze. 

 
Psalm 18:34--He trains my hands for battle, So that my 

arms can bend a bow of bronze. 
 
 

Authority in Christ  continued 
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 Do YOU Know  
JESUS ? 

 
"For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved" (Romans 
10:13).    Jesus said: "I am the door, if anyone enters by Me, he will be saved…" (John 
10:9).  Romans 10:9-10 states, "That, if you shall confess with your mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shall believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you shall 
be saved. For with the heart man believes unto righteousness; and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation."  

If you feel Him knocking at the door of your heart and want to accept Jesus Christ into 
your life as Lord and Master or rededicate your life to Him, just repeat the below 
prayer and mean it from your heart. 

 

** PRAYER OF SALVATION ** 

"Oh, God be merciful to me, a sinner. Forgive me for my sins and wash me in the blood  

of the Lord Jesus. Lord Jesus by your Spirit, come into my heart as Lord and Master   

of my life. Write my name in the Lamb's book of Life. I confess you now as my Lord     

and Savior. Fill me with Your Holy Spirit.   I thank you!    In Jesus' Name, Amen." 



PRAISE GOD!   If you said this prayer and meant it from your heart, God has heard you 
and saved you. Now ask the Lord to lead you to a Bible-teaching church home where 
you can be fed and grow spiritually through His Word.  Begin reading your Bible start-
ing with the Book of John and talk to God daily through prayer.  

Also write and let us know that you have accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and    
Savior, so that we can pray for you, send a Spiritual Birth Certificate and our  
"Welcome to the Family of God" packet and lessons, all FREE to get you started on your 
Christian journey.   In additions, we have “Basic Bible Study” class at our School of 
Biblical Studies, no charge.  Also if you don’t have a Bible, please let us know and we 
will gladly send one to you. 

WE WELCOME YOU TO THE FAMILY OF GOD! 
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Living Sacrifice – Reasonable Service 
 

The service of sacrifice is our reasonable, logical, and spiritual 
service. It is the way we minister to one another and exhibit 
godly love. The church is called to “be not conformed to this 
world” with its behavior and customs that are usually deceitful 
and often corrupting. Although some wisely stay away from 
such worldly behavior - they can still be proud, covetous, self-
ish, stubborn and arrogant.    God wants the church to consist of 
people with renewed minds, living to honor and obey Him. He 
gave his Son to make our new lives possible (John 3:16).  We 
should joyfully volunteer as living sacrifices for His service. 
   
As indicated in the Old Testament, in the book of Leviticus, 
written for the first time, God gave Moses the sacrificial laws 
(burnt offering, meat/grain, peace, sin trespass/guilt) for the 
early church to follow. For an example, this is how they dealt 
with sin; a priest would kill an unblemished animal, and then 
place it on the altar. The children of Israel symbolically trans-
ferred their sin to an unblemished animal, and then sacrificed 
that animal's life as propitiation for their sin. The sacrificial 
practices of that period were important, but God made it clear in 
the Old Testament that obedience is much more important (1 
Sam. 15:22; Ps. 40:6, Amos 5:21-24).  Today under the new 
covenant, God wants us to offer ourselves, not animals, as living 
sacrifices. 
    
Jesus Christ, the Son of God left behind the glory of heaven and 
became the ultimate sacrificial Lamb for humanity (1 John 
4:10).  The shedding of His innocent blood and sacrificial death 
on the cross paid in full the penalty of past, present, and future 
sins (John 1:29). Because of the redemptive work of Christ, the 
church is no longer under the law, but under the new covenant 
of grace.  Unfortunately, the new covenant has become lost un-
der the rubble of man-made traditions, idol worship, teaching of 
fables, the constant pursuit of the world’s physical treasures, and 
the rest of the current traditions. Any perverting, twisting, add-
ing or deleting of the Word of God can not be accepted (Rev. 
22:19). The Apostle Paul pointed out that even if an angel from 

heaven comes preaching another gospel, let that angel be cursed 
forever (Gal 1:6-9). No other person, method or ritual can give 
eternal life – except Jesus Christ the only true Lamb of God. 
 
In contemporary times, the subject of sacrifice has become un-
popular and taboo. The culture of the world teaches individuals 
to be self-centered. The same ideology has infiltrated the 
Church. This is contrary to the Word of God.  Christ tells us if 
we want to seek Him, we must follow Him and surrender to God 
everything—our wills, our bodies, and our lives (Matt. 10:39). 
He instructs us to follow His example of total self-sacrifice in 
devotion to God's will. Peter had an idea of what it meant to 
follow Jesus. He told Jesus, "We have left everything to follow 
you!"(Mark 10:28-31). Whatever is accumulated on earth can 
not purchase eternal life. The treasures of this world can not be 
used as a down payment for gaining access to heaven. As stated 
in the Word of God, “lay up for yourself treasures in 
heaven” (Matt. 6:19-21).   
 
Living Sacrifice – To Live, We Must Die 
 

Christ said, “He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he that 
hates his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal.”  The 
paradox is that death is the way to life. (John. 12:25). Ask your-
self this question, what does God want to do with my life?  He 
wants the Church to be conformed into the image of His Son 
(Rom. 8:29). This is talking about living your life for God. It's 
placing your life in God's hands for Him to do what He wants. 
Sometimes there will be reproach, and you will be alone.  Re-
member, this experience is not unique and you are never alone. 
Christ went through this also. The will of the Father should be 
paramount in the body of Christ.  Christ said to the Father,"…
nevertheless not my will but thine be done” (Luke 22:42).  Jesus 
informs His disciples, "For what profit is it to a man if he gains 
the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or what will a man 
give in exchange for his soul" (Mark 8:36-38)?   In essence, one 
must die to self, laying aside one’s own desires to follow Christ, 
putting your energy and resources at His disposal and trusting 
Him to lead the way. 

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world, but be 
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable, and 
perfect will of God (Romans 12:1-2).” 

By Deaconess Cynthia Anderson 
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Living Sacrifice – Dying to Self 
This concept, the act of being a living sacrifice, is wonderfully presented in this anonymous poem… 

    

When you are forgotten, neglected, or purposely set at naught, and you don’t sting or hurt 
with the oversight, nevertheless, your heart is happy being counted worthy to suffer for 

Christ; 
That is dying to self. 

When your good is evil spoken of, when your wishes are crossed, your advice disregarded, 
your opinion ridiculed, and you refuse to let anger rise in your heart or even defend yourself, 

but take it all in patient, loving silence;   
That is dying to self. 

When you lovingly and patiently bear any disorder, any irregularity, any annoyance; when 
you can stand face to face with waste, folly, extravagance, spiritual insensibility, and endure it 

as Jesus did;  
That is dying to self. 

When you are content with any food, and offering, any raiment, any climate, any society, any 
solitude, any interruption by the will of God;   

That is dying to self. 
When you never care to refer to yourself in conversation or record your own good works or 

itch after commendation, when you can truly love to be unknown;   
That is dying to self. 

When you can see your brother prosper and have his needs met, and can honestly rejoice with 
him in spirit and feel no envy, nor question God, while your own needs are far greater and 

you are in desperate circumstances;  
That is dying to self. 

When you can receive correction and reproof from one of less stature than yourself and can 
humbly submit, inwardly as well as outwardly, finding no rebellion or resentment rising up 

within your heart;  
That is dying to self. 

    
Living Sacrifice – Some Sacrifice No Sacrifice 
In Malachi's day, the Jews thought that they were giving God every sacrifice the law required. But in disregard of 
the law, they brought polluted bread and inferior animals—animals that were not strong, blemished, lame and 
sickly. God was angry with the Jews. He said that He rejected their offerings as well as those who gave them (Mal. 
1:7-10).  In our day, a man who goes to church occasionally and drops a few dollars in the offering plate is also 
self-deceived. No doubt he thinks he is doing God a favor—that God should be mighty pleased with the hour he 
has carved out of his precious weekend and with the few dollars he took from his expensive wallet. Just think, he 
could have purchased a gallon of Breyer’s ice cream, stayed home, and watched football. In reality, his sacrifice is 
not a sacrifice at all. What is lacking in both of these feeble attempts at sacrifice? They gave God less than their 
best.  Conversely, we ask God to give us His best  - but we do not give Him our best.  Let’s evaluate our actions 
and motives from an eternal perspective.  As a result, you will find your values and decisions changing.    Please 
do not forget that God gave us His best - give thanks and honor His name (John 3:16). 
   
Living Sacrifice – The Practice  
The service of sacrifice is personal between you and God. In daily prayer and self-evaluation, you might ask your-
self the following questions: Is today the day? Have I surrendered everything to God? Am I doing all I need to do? 
Am I being the person that God wants me to be?"  Do I need to improve my devotional life? Should I incorporate 
more days of fasting into my schedule?  Am I praying regularly for the pastor and the body of Christ?  Do I seek 
out opportunities to support the church mission? Can I possibly improve the way I display sincere love for the 
body of Christ and others? Do I still struggle with tithing?  
    

God is gracious, loving, and faithful; He knows what is best for His children – praise His name. "Through Jesus, 
therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise—the fruit of our lips that confess his name. And do 
not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased"(Hebrews 13:15-16). 
 

Jesus is Lord!   When we give our lives wholeheartedly to Christ, we discover the real purpose of      
living.     Are you willing to be a living sacrifice so others can come into the saving knowledge of 

Christ, our Redeemer and Lord?  
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T his may seem like a nonsensical question, but there may be evidence to support this line of human rea-
soning.    We see people without homes, children living in abject poverty--going to bed hungry.  Disas-
ters are everywhere.  There are hurricanes, floods, wild fires, and plane crashes.   Our leaders are bicker-
ing while seeking power instead of the good of the people.  We see people doing bad things, but they 

seem to just do fine and receive no reprimand.  In fact the wicked are prospering.  This begs the question: does 
God know what is going on?   The simple answer is yes!  But, if that statement is accurate, then why are things as 
they are?  Why do things seem so unfair? 
 
1. THINGS ARE NOT ALWAYS AS THEY APPEAR.   
(Job 1-2) God sees the entire picture.  Job was a righteous man.  He was very wealthy and had a large family (ten 
children).  He was considered the greatest man of the east.  Life was good for him, but then calamity came.  All of 
his possessions were stolen or destroyed.  All of his children were killed at one time.  He became sick.  His wife, 
apparently tired of looking at him, was surprised that he still trusted God and told him to curse God and die.   He 
had friends come to commiserate with him, but they ended up haranguing him.  They accused him of being wicked 
and claimed that his children deserved to die (Job 8:4).  Job suffered terribly.  He thought that God stalked him like 
a lion and was nowhere to be found.   Job wanted to confront God (Job 10:16).  It appeared that Job’s end was go-
ing to be horrible.  However, God stepped in.  God reprimanded Job’s friends. Then Job’s brothers and sisters and 
better friends came to comfort him.  They gave him money.  Then God’s blessings began to flow and Job began to 
prosper and rebuild his family.  His daughters were the loveliest in the land, and he lived to see great-great grand-
children.  God had things in place and a plan for Job’s life. 
 
2. GOD IS PATIENT.  (I Pet. 3:20; Gen 6-9) He does not want anyone to perish.  He gives men a chance to re-
pent, to do the things necessary to ensure that they will go to heaven. According to the scriptures Noah was warned 
by God that a flood was going to come and would kill everyone. He instructed Noah to build an ark to escape the 
flood.  It was a huge structure that took years to complete.  Over years Noah built the ark and preached the warning 
of God.  But even with the ark, which served as a visual aid, and preaching God’s word, hardly anyone listened.  
Only his sons, their wives, and his wife survived.  Eight people!  Look at God’s incredible patience.  When the rain 
started those eight people were very glad that they listened.  He is exhibiting the same patience with mankind to-
day.  Aren’t you glad that you had time to listen to God’s call? 
 
3. GOD HAS THE AUTHORITY.  God gave King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon a warning dream (Dan 4).  He 
was warned against arrogance and advised to renounce wickedness and be kind to the oppressed.  One night the 
following exchange took place between him and God. “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal resi-
dence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my majesty?”  The words were still on his lips when a voice came 
from heaven, "This is what is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from 
you. You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle. Seven 
times (years ) will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over the kingdoms of men 
and gives them to anyone he wishes."   This great king then spent seven years as a mad man living like an animal. 
God returned his reasoning and Nebuchadnezzar then uttered these words.  “At the end of that time, I, raised my 
eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then I praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who 
lives forever.  His dominion is an eternal dominion; his kingdom endures from generation to generation.  

Isaiah 40:27   “Why do you say, O Jacob, and complain, O Israel, "My way is hidden from the LORD; 
my cause is disregarded by my God"? 

By Pastor Derrick Johnson, Sr. 
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All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he pleases with the powers of heaven and the peo-
ples of the earth. No one can hold back his hand or say to him:   “What have you done? “ 
He is the creator.  The world and its’ inhabitants belong to him.  The sun, moon and stars are His.  He controls the 
elements.  He stores up hail for the day of trouble (Job 38:22-23).  Angels do His bidding.  He does what He 
pleases, when and where He chooses.  No one can say to Him “what are you doing?”  He rules the kingdom of 
men.  He wounds and binds up.  He is God Almighty!! 
 
4. GOD HAS A PLAN – Look at the roller coaster life of Joseph (Gen 37-50).  He was the beloved son of his fa-
ther, Jacob, and favorite wife, Rachel.  He received two dreams whereby God revealed to him that he would be 
highly exalted.  He was envied and hated by his brothers.  He was sold as a slave and ended up in a foreign country 
(Egypt).  He began to do well and ended up managing a military officer’s household.  He rejected the advances of 
the officer’s wife and was falsely accused of trying to sexually assault her.  He was thrown into jail.  While a pris-
oner he ended up managing the jail.  While in jail he interpreted the dreams of two officers that Pharaoh had im-
prisoned for certain offenses.  He accurately predicted their fate.  One was killed and the other was freed and re-
turned to the service of Pharaoh.  Pharaoh then had a dream that no one could interpret.  Joseph was called upon to 
interpret Pharaoh’s dream.  He did so, predicting years of plenty and years of famine.  He gave Pharaoh such good 
advice as to how Egypt could survive the coming famine that Pharaoh gave him the job of implementing the plans.  
He ended up serving as prime minister of Egypt.  His actions not only saved Egypt from starving, his father’s fam-
ily was also saved.  Joseph was a slave, a steward, a prisoner, and prime minister.  He needed experience, humility, 
and to be in position in Egypt to accomplish God’s plan.  God has a plan for us; we need to walk in His ways for 
the plan and our destiny to be fulfilled. 
 
5. LET HIM WORK HIS WONDERS – (Ex. 1-12) Israel moved into Egypt during the time of Joseph.  It was a 
land of multiple gods.  They lived there for over 400 years.   Joseph was long dead and forgotten and the Israelites 
became slaves and were severely mistreated.  God sent a man named Moses to confront the new Pharaoh and de-
mand that he free Israel.  Pharaoh refused God’s command time and again.  God sent multiple plagues, proving 
without doubt that he was the true and living God, and that He was all powerful.  He caused Pharaoh to thrust Is-
rael out of his country. Before they left God instructed them to get silver, gold and clothing.  They left without 
having to fight at all and with much loot. They won their freedom without fighting and obtained wealth simply by 
asking. 
   
What is it that you need?  What are you looking for?  Are you enduring hard trials and tribulation?  Remember that 
God knows what is going on.  He has a plan for you.  He sees what is happening.   In fact, He knew before those 
things came to pass that they would happen.  He is not surprised or confused.  He has it under control.  Remember 
the words of Phil. 4:6-7 (NIV), “Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

...WHAT IS GOING ON ?   continued 
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T rue Light Fellowship Church Covenant Vision 
Partnership  

 
"The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few" (Luke 10:2 ). 
Partnership is a way for us to collectively handle God's Great Commis-
sion as stated in Matthew 28:19-20. God has ultimately assigned each of 
us the responsibility to lead people to salvation. As partners, we have 
the opportunity to bring our prayers, finances and manpower together. 
This allows us to make a powerful impact in the lives of individuals and 
communities near and far. 
 

At True Light Fellowship  our vision is to spread the gospel 
and rescue the lost "Reaching to Rescue, Teaching to Trans-
form." Our mission is to win the lost to Christ; to nurture new 
converts and help them develop into productive children of God; 
and to help believers mature to a level where they can multiply 
themselves.  
   

"If you give, you will receive.  Your gift will return to you in full measure, pressed 
down, shaken together to make room for more, and running over.  Whatever     
measure you use in giving __ large or small __ it will be used to measure what is given 
back to you."  Luke 6:38 

We ask that you join us with your prayers and monthly pledge 
support of $25.00 or more.   Upon partnering with us, you will  
receive our partnership packet, which includes: 
    

● Welcome Letter 
● INSIGHT Magazine 
● Monthly Sermon on CD   
● Partner Recognition Certificate 
● Intercessory Prayer Cards   
 Bookstore Discounts  

 
 

We pray that God will touch your heart and lead you to partner 
with us and sow into good soil as we seek to fulfill the Great 

Commission to spread the gospel worldwide. 

Partner With Us  
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INSIGHT 
OUTREACH PUBLICATION OF  

TRUE LIGHT FELLOWSHIP CHURCH  
  

TRUE LIGHT FELLOWSHIP CHURCH 
DR. WESLEY PINNOCK,  

FOUNDER AND SENIOR PASTOR 
6400 ARDLEIGH STREET 

PHILADELPHIA, PA 19119 
PHONE: 215-548-5053 

FAX: 215-548-3732 
   

EMAIL:  INFO@TRUELIGHTFELLOWSHIP.ORG 
WEBSITE:  WWW.TRUELIGHTFELLOWSHIP.ORG 

TRUE LIGHT FELLOWSHITRUE LIGHT FELLOWSHIP HIGHLIGHTSP HIGHLIGHTS
SUNDAY  SERVICES 
Early Morning Worship  -       

7:15 A.M. 
    

Mid-Day Worship  -   
11:15 A.M. 

   
Children’s Church  -                 

8:00 A.M. and 12 noon 
   

Sunday School   -                   
10:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M. 

   
 
. 

DAILY  INTERCESSORY  
PRAYER 

 

12:00 noon to 1:00 P.M.   
 

TUESDAYS:   6:00 A.M. 
(Morning Glory) 

 
 
 
 

WEDNESDAY 
Prayer  -  7:30 P.M.  to  8:30 

P.M. 
Bible Study  -                           

8:30 P.M.  to  9:30 P.M. 
 
 

FRIDAY 
All Night Prayer Watch, every 
1st Friday  - 12:00 midnight - 

6:00 A.M. 
 
 
 
 

RADIO MINISTRY 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

Friday - 12:45-1:00 P.M. - 
WNAP 1110  AM  

Gospel Highway Eleven 
 
 
 

 

TRUE  LIGHT  FELLOWSHIP  
CHRISTIAN  BOOKSTORE  
Resources for Christian Growth 

Mondays thru Fridays:             
9:00 A.M. - 5:30 P.M. 

   
Sundays:                               

10:15 A.M.  &  1:15 P.M. 
 
 

Visit Our Website... 

www.truelightfellowship.org 

for  

current and upcoming events 
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